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Together, we empower through housing...Throughout the years, we have served so 
many families who were hopeless to improve their housing conditions.

Along the way, we have encountered numerous challenges, but we have also had 
great achievements. The COVID-19 pandemic surprised us all, and we are still facing 
its consequences. However, it also made us reassure the importance of having 
a decent home, a place of refuge where families would feel safe, sheltered from 
extreme weather, where their privacy be preserved, and where they would be able to 
experience accomplishments as a family and as a community. 

Nowadays, with our support, around 196,455 people have a better place to live. 
Our vision as an organization continues and we have built 39,289 housing solutions
in these 36 years of service. Providing a home to a family translates into a life 
transformation, giving them security and well-being. This has been possible thanks to 
the contributions of more than 29 affi  liates from the international network of Habitat 
for Humanity International, 36 donors, and 10 partners, which support our cause.

To date, we have received the collaboration of 1,385 volunteers, donating around 
49,001 volunteer hours, getting involved in the construction of safe houses for the 
families served, contributing to their progress and life transformation. We have been 
involved with the community by working on risk mitigation issues, empowering 
with knowledge and training, and promoting the importance of building a resilient 
home. Seeing the smiling face of children upon receiving their home, the happiness 
expressed and witnessing how they can study without getting their books wet when it 
rains, perceiving how they have fun playing on a cement fl oor, where before there was 
dirt is what “empowering families” means to us. 

Thanks to the support of each of the affi  liates, partners, allies, individuals, 
volunteers and our team of collaborators in the offi  ce, who wake up every day 
ready to give the best of themselves, putting the love of God in every action. 
Our heartfelt gratitude to our loving families who trust our work, believe our 
vision is possible, and receive our support to build homes, communities, and 
hope.  May the Lord reward you all. Each home is the base for building a 
better future!

Cesarina Fabián
National Director Habitat for Humanity, Dominican Republic

A Message from the 
National Director
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Habitat Dominican Republic’s team
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Habitat for Humanity is a nonprofi t global organization, founded 
in 1976 with the purpose of helping low income families build 
and improve their homes.  Currently, Habitat is in 70 countries 
worldwide, and through its work, more than 39 million people are 
able to have access to a decent home. 

In the Dominican Republic, Habitat started in 1986, and to date, it 
has served 196,455 people, collaborating with the construction 
and improvement of housing facilities.  Habitat has provided them 
with the strength, stability, and self-reliance required to build a 
better life for them and their families. 

We share the 
vision of a 
world where 
everyone 
has a decent 
place to live. 

Who are
we?

Executive team

• Margarita Almonte, Financial and Administrative Manager.
• Cesarina Fabián, National Director, Habitat for Humanity Dominican Republic.
• Gina Vera, Resource Development and Communications Manager.
• Betsaida Santana, Project Manager.
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We are based on the following 
principles: 

• To demonstrate the love of Jesus Christ in each 
collaboration that we provide to families involved in 
the process of building and improving homes through 
access to credit. 

•  To focus on low-cost constructions, whether new 
homes or improvements, through aff ordable funding, 
partial subsidies, or other forms of fi nancing to low-
income families. 

• To advocate for adequate housing, with access to 
basic services and resilient constructions against 
disasters.

• To preserve the dignity and hope of each of the families 
served.  The owners of a Habitat home are not mere 
spectators. They are actually involved in the entire 
process of construction or improvement of their home.  
They are a fundamental part of the whole process. 

 • To support a transformative and sustainable 
community development, which is maintained over 
time to achieve the well-being of the families and their 
entire environment.  

Amalia, daughter of a Habitat 
homeowner in Haina
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Areas where we
have been working:

•   Monte Cristi
•   Puerto Plata
•   Santiago
•   Elías Piña
•   Independencia
•   Bahoruco
•   Barahona
•   Samaná
•   Duarte
•   Hato Mayor

Areas where we are 
currently working:

•   San Juan
•   Azua
•   La Romana
•   San Cristóbal
•   Santo Domingo
•   San Pedro de Macorís
•   El Seibo
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Areas where we
have been working:

•   Monte Cristi
•   Puerto Plata
•   Santiago

Areas where we are 
currently working:

•   San Juan
•   Azua
•   La Romana

Where we 
are working?
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Each home improvement 
translates into progress 
and life transformation
for each family served. 

The families that work 
with Habitat have the 
opportunity to build a 
decent aff ordable home. 

Feliciana, Habitat homeowner 
in Los Alcarrizos



Annual Report 2022 Habitat for Humanity Dominican Republic

9

196,455

39,289 1,385 2,434 1,594

people served during our
36 years of service.

families improved their 
living conditions.

volunteers donated 
around 49,001 
volunteer hours
helping in the mision 
and construction of
decent homes.

people participate in 
capacity building about 
subjects like disaster 
risk, resilient homes, 
healthy and secure 
homes.

non alimentary kits 
delivered to vulnerable 
families.

Our impact
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years of

Annual Report 2022 Habitat for Humanity Dominican Republic



Hábitat para la Humanidad República Dominicana11

Having a home represents a security step towards a better future for each family. With our support, low-
income families have access to one. 

An example of the stability that having a decent home provides is the case of Santa and her husband 
William, who tells us, with remarkable joy, how their life has changed after joining Habitat for Humanity. 
Their wooden house had been their shelter for a long time, but they were always aware that it was not a 
safe home for their family. 

Santa, who earns a living by making quilts, decided to partner with Habitat Dominicana to improve her 
family’s housing situation. “I had to fi nd a way to guarantee a future for my family. Our wooden home was 
neither a safe nor a comfortable place to live”, Santa expressed. 

Now, Santa and her two children, her grandson and husband are very enthusiastic to see the progress of 
the construction of their house.

“I have felt so satisfi ed with the whole process that, every time that I have a chance, I 
encourage other families to join”.

Access to Housing  Our
programs

Before picture, Santa & William

After picture, Santa & William
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We facilitate access to microcredits for low-income families, so that they can acquire a 
complete home, repair it or improve it. We partner with microfi nance institutions, to address 
the quantitative housing defi cit in the country and carry out demand studies in diff erent 
areas of the country.

Hirundy sells beauty products and food, and she also provides childcare services. With 
the support of Habitat for Humanity, she requested a loan for her home with the purpose 
of habilitating a more adequate space within her living room for her business and source of 
income. 

 Financial Services

She thanks Habitat for their support and the volunteers, 
as well, who helped build her home.

Thanks to this
program thousands
of families have
been helped.
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We organize crews with local volunteers, in order to 
activate the hearts, hands, and voices of volunteers 
for the cause of decent housing and thus promote 
understanding and self-suffi  ciency, complying with 
the necessary protocols to build adequate housing.

each 
volunteer
provides support to a 
family so that they can 
help themselves.

Voluntariado

Volunteer 
work

Corporate volunteering of Cementos Argos Dominicana,
with a Habitat homeowner, during a construction brigade



“We came to help place the fl oor at 
Marcia’s home. She is a woman with an 
amazing entrepreneurial spirit.  We hope 
that Women Build stays in the Dominican 
Republic for many years. Thanks 
to Habitat for Humanity Dominican 
Republic for the invitation.  It is an honor 
to be part of this story of solidarity and 
brotherhood”

Miralba Ruiz,
TV Host, Volunteer First Edition Women 
Build 2022 DR.
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The organization has been developing studies to incorporate new construction methods for the target 
population, adding elements such as recycled plastic and poly aluminum in pilot projects, in partnership 
with companies such as Tetra Pak.

 We have integrated companies, such as Grupo Cometa and REID & Co., to join the circular economy to 
support this project. 

As a contribution to the collection of paper, cardboard, and plastics, Habitat Dominicana has delivered 
recyclables through the Vecino Verde (Green Neighbor) network. So far, the delivery of materials in paper, 
cardboard, and plastics has been reported with a total weight of 406 kilos, which have been diverted from 
the landfi ll, for a correct disposal, accounting for 203 kilos of paper, 97 kilos of cardboard, and 106 kilos of 
plastic. With this contribution, we reiterate our support for the care and preservation of the environment 
and natural resources.

Innovating in Construction Methods to Mitigate Climate Change Our
projects

Rafael and his wife, eco-friendly homeowner,
with our partner Tetra Pak

Guillermo, homeowner in Sabana Yegua Vieja, Azua 
together with our partner from Nature Power Foundation
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Facing the challenges of nature, prevention, mitigation and response are key to reducing 
disaster risks. Faced with this reality, Habitat for Humanity Dominican Republic has programs 
aimed at helping families anticipate and recover from the impact generated by natural events. 
Through international collaboration projects we work on housing construction and repair, as 
well as shelter management. We work to increase constructive capacities at the community 
and institutional level and we provide risk management training.

Risk mitigation and promotion of resilient housing
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Habitat Dominican Republic promotes 
resilient constructions, considering 
that each year the hurricane season 
shows the importance of decent 
housing to guarantee people’s safety. 
Therefore, the organization advocates 
for the implementation of programs 
focused on reducing risks, and how to 
respond during and after disasters.
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Ana Julia, a 54-year-old mother, works as a janitor at a school, and also sells food. She started her 

home by fi rst placing the foundation for which she used all of her savings. Then, with Habitat’s help, she 
managed to make the cement plastering, fi nishing works, and windows. She is happy that the program 
gives her the opportunity to comfortably move forward with the loan so that she can be self-suffi  cient.
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We train families in topics such 
as fi nancial education, building, 
risk management, water and 
sanitation, healthy housing, and 
basic construction. We develop 
alliances to promote organized, 
committed, and empowered 
communities.

“I needed to build my house.  I wanted 
my fi ve children to have a comfortable 
place to live, but I didn’t know how to 
do it. Five years ago, I met a member 
of Habitat for Humanity who told me 
about the opportunity to improve my 
house. I barely had the land, so I did 
some research, and thanks to Habitat 
for Humanity, it has been possible”. 

Carlos is a hardworking father who 
wakes up early every day to go out and 
sell his cleaning products in the diff erent 
communities of Haina. Thanks to the fi nancial 
education workshops that Habitat off ers to 
homeowners, he has been able to manage his 
budget more effi  ciently. His dream is to fi nish 
the construction of his house and continue 
growing as an entrepreneur.

Training
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We build 
strength, 
stability and 
self-reliance 
through shelter.
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Confesora  is a 50-year-old resourceful woman, 
who is engaged in commerce, selling custom-made 
clothing, accessories, and beauty products.

She lives with her husband Francisco. When they 
joined Habitat, their house was planned to be built 
with blocks, so they took the fi rst loan for placing 
the beams and began with the foundation. The 
couple lived in a rented home and the owner was 
asking to terminate the contract. “it’s diffi  cult, you pay 
today, tomorrow you owe money again…and what was 
worse was that the owner asked us for the house,” says 
Francisco, recalling the disadvantage of living in a 
place that was not their own. They found out about 
Habitat’s credit program through a friend who was 
already a benefi ciary and decide to take part. The 
couple sees themselves in the future with a three 
story house, where they could rent the two upper 
ones.

Confesora and Francisco
feel grateful: 
“we could not get any loan 
from commercial banks 
since we did not comply 
with their requirements. We 
now feel as if we live in a 
mansion, housing payments 
are adequate, and thanks to 
Habitat, we own a home.” 

Our stories 
of success 
and change

Confesora y Francisco, Habitat 
homeowners in Haina



She is Nayeli. Her family’s life has been 
positively impacted thanks to the change from 
dirt fl oors to cement fl oors. Now, her quality of life, 
health and hygiene is much better.

This being possible thanks to Cementos 
Argos Dominicana and Habitat for Humanity 
Dominican Republic’s team through the Healthy 
Environments project.
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Gabriel is 68 years old and lives in Sabana Yegua Vieja in Azua, along with his 4 relatives.

He and his family have lived in this community for more than 32 years, in a vulnerable house that constantly 
collapsed.  Now, he happily tells us that his life has changed. 

Gabriel works in agriculture. He is also part of the housing committee of his community. Gabriel did not have 
drinking water inside his home, so he would travel long distances to the nearest dam, together with other 
community residents. Also, they needed a decent bathroom inside their house. Previously, they could not go 
out during the rain.

However, these factors have not been an obstacle of this family to have stability and self-suffi  ciency. 
Nowadays, they have an adequate, decent home, made of recycled plastic materials, thanks to the 
partnership of Habitat Dominican Republic and Nature Power Foundation, and their project Nature Village. 
To date, there are 29 houses in the Nature Village community.

Gabriel, owner of a house in Sabana Yegua Vieja,
Azua together with our ally from Nature Power

23
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Women have the necessary capacity and determination to build 
houses, so that they and their families could have access to a 
decent place to live.  
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Women Build 2022
Dominican Republic
First Edition

Since 1991, Habitat for Humanity’s Women Build 
volunteers have come together to build stronger, 
more secure communities globally. With this 
brigade, the opportunity is provided for women to 
take a proactive step to serve their communities 
and together, build strength, stability and self-
sufficiency. 

Around the world, more 
than 5,714 women have 
participated in this initiative, 
in the United States, India, 
Mexico, Paraguay, Canada, 
and now, the Dominican 
Republic.
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She is Marcia, a hard-working and courageous 
mother and head of her household who, thanks to her 
work as a cleaning lady in family residences and her 
work selling “empanadas”, she is able to support her 
family.  Through a fi nancial loan granted by one of our 
allied fi nancial entities, she has been building her house 
progressively.

Due to the support of the Esperanza Paso a Paso 
project of Habitat Dominicana, this empowered 
mother, an example to many other women, has 
obtained six loans so far, allowing her to improve 
her home, little by little. Before, the house was 
made of wood and with a cement fl oor, which made 
it vulnerable to natural phenomena. Due to the 
dust from the dirt fl oor, respiratory diseases were 
recurrent. 

Today, her home is made of block with 
a cement fl oor, providing a safer and 
more comfortable place to live for her 
grandchildren, children, and herself.
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Our deepest
gratitude 

Habitat for Humanity 
Dominican Republic 
would like to thank all 
the individuals and 
organizations who have 
supported our cause of 
transforming the lives of 
thousands of people by 
providing them with decent 
housing conditions. 

Our acknowledgment and gratitude to: 

• Mr. Celso Marranzini, member of the International Board of 
Habitat for Humanity and the Habitat Development Council 
for Latin American and the Caribbean region. 

• Mrs. Carmen Esteva de Marranzini for leading the initiative 
Building Hope Step by Step: Women Entrepreneurs.

• Mrs. Clara Reid, member of the Habitat Development 
Council for Latin America and the Caribbean. 

Habitat for Humanity Dominican Republic thanks the 
international network of affiliates of Habitat for Humanity:

• HFH Elkhart County  
• HFH Fort Worth Area  
• HFH Cabarrus County   
• HFH Houston  
• HFH Nashville  
• HFH New York City and Westchester Area  
• HFH Greater San Francisco  
• HFH Twin Cities 

• HFH Canada 
• HFH Central Arkansas  
• HFH Cumberland County 
• HFH DuPage   
• HFH East Central Minnesota 
• HFH Erie Area  
• HFH Fulton County  

• HFH Hillsborough County  
• HFH Horry County  
• HFH Kerr County
• HFH Laredo   
• HFH Lafayette  
• HFH Lee and Hendry County 
• HFH Netherlands
• HFH North Central Iowa 
• HFH Okaloosa County  
• HFH Peninsula and Greater Williamsburg  
• HFH Pitt County 
• HFH North Central Iowa  
• HFH St. Tammany West 
• HFH Walworth 
• HFH West Taulity 
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Each house builds 
health, education 
and financial 
stability.
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Our donors:

• Asociación Dominicana de Cementos Portland (ADOCEM) 
• Asociación de Hoteles Romana-Bayahibe 
• Banco Interamericano de Desarrollo 
• Bakers  
• CAF AMERICA 
• Cementos ARGOS Dominicana 
• Ciudad Alternativa 
• Construexpo
• DIPECHO 
• DOPERCO
• Dominicana Moda
• Dominican Watchman National 
• Edwards LifeSciences
• Ferretería Americana
• Ferretería Max
• Global Pack  
• Grupo Cometa 
• Grupo Multiquímica 
• Grupo Ramos 
• Hipermercados Olé 
• hugo
• Iglesia Jesucristo de los Santos de los Últimos Días

Our partners:

• Banco ADEMI 
• Banco ADOPEM 
• Banco BHDPyME 

• CoopAspire 
• Fundación Reservas 
• Fundación Sur Futuro 

• FUNDASEP/CARITAS 
• Nature Power Foundation 
• Vision FUND
• Sur Futuro 

• Instituto Dominicano de Desarrollo integral IDDI 
• Ministerio de Vivienda y Edificaciones de la República 

Dominicana (MIVED) 
• Ministerio de Turismo de la República Dominicana 
• Nature Power / Ministerio de Medio Ambiente y 

Recursos Naturales 
• Multiparques  
• Plan Internacional 
• Pinturas Tropical  
• Pinewood Dominican Republic Studios  
• Ritmo Social Dominciana 
• Seattle Foundation 
• Starbucks RD
• Tetra Pak 
• TMQ Dominicana  
• Visión de Primera Línea 
• Visión Social  
• Whirlpool Corporation Dominicana  
• Zink 
• Construexpo
• Dominicana Moda
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We are grateful to the individual donors who have supported the organization 
anonymously. We thank each family served who has been empowered through 
housing.

We are especially grateful to TV hosts, Jatnna Taváres, Miralba Ruiz, Paloma 
Rodríguez, Barbara Plaza, Ingrid Gómez y Colombia Alcántara for their voluntary 
support during the fi rst edition of Women Build 22 Dominican Republic.  

To all the volunteers who have joined us to build communities, homes and hope.

Community-based associations with whom we work hand in hand. 

We congratulate 
each intervened 
family that has been 
empowered with 
housing.
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+ Join in
spread the world
#ImHabitat

donating

becoming
a partner

volunteering

Habitat for Humanity Dominican Republic
Dominican Republic Office, Pidagro Street No. 58, El Millón, D.N.
www.habitatdominicana.org
Phone: (809) 547- 2091
@habitatdominicana


